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1Likewisg), wives, be subiject tolyour own'husbands, so that even if some do not obey the
wo

rd, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, *when they see your
respectful and pure conduct. >Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair
and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— *but let your adorning be the
hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which
in God’s sight is very precious. 5For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to

adorn themselves, by submitting to\their own(husbands, 6ai?h»ebeyedﬁ%\=&ha%
,?l’lifqg’hi%lord. And you are her children, if you do good ard’do not fear anything that is
rightening, BT

(1) Peter continues to give specific instances of how ‘sojourning exiles’ should behave in the
midst of an unbelieving world (2:11-12; 2:13-17; 2:18-25). What should be the general posture
and disposition of wives toward their husbands? What does this mean? How might this
sort of attitude affect those husbands who are unbelievers? What sort of beauty ought
wives give most to attention to cultivating and why (vv. 3-4)?
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(2) What does it mean to have a “gentle and quiet spirit” (v. 4), and who does Peter use as
an example? In what ways is she an example? What was her motivation? How did it play
out in the course of her own life (v. 6a)? When are Peter’s readers—the women in
particular—most like Sarah, and why are they exhorted not to fear anything (v. 6b)?
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7Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the
as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of lifei § tEat ZOUI‘ )

rayers may not be hindered}

(3) In this context, what is the primary disposition husbands are to have toward their
wives? How are we to live with them? What could Peter mean that the woman “is the
weaker vessel?” Why are we to treat our wives this way, and what is the danger if we don't?
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®Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a
humble mind. °Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless,
for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. “’For “Whoever desires tolove
life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit;
"let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. “For the eyes of
the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord
is against those who do evil.” #34%*7°
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(4) How should the entire community of believers treat each other before a watching world
(v. 8)? How are we not to act when we are treated unjustly, but what should we do instead
(v. 9)? Why should we live this way, according to v. gb? How does Peter’s quotation of
Psalm 34 support some of his key ideas in this paragraph?
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BNow who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? *But even if you should
suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense /|
to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness

and respect, u%aving a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those wh i

our good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. “For it is better to suffer for doing good,
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if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.

(5) What is Peter’s point in vv. 13-14a? How is it that we are not harmed but blessed if we
suffer for righteousness’ sake and doing good? Does this mean rescue out of the suffering?
Since we are safe in God’s vindicating love, how should we carry ourselves in this life (two
commands; v. 14b-15a)?
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(6) V. 15 is often used to direct Christians toward apologetic readiness. But what is the
context into which Peter is speaking? What are we to provide when asked, and in what
manner should we respond (vv. 15b-16a)? Why should we respond in this way instead of
with harshness? How can such a response only flow from a right relationship with God?
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Foy Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, “in which he

went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, **because they formerly did not obey, when
God'’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. *Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal
to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, **who has gone into
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been
subjected to him.

(7) Before diving into the difficulties of this passage, let’s find the main point. Peter has just
talked about God’s will in the suffering of believers (v. 17). What is true of those who suffer
for Christ’s sake (vv. 18-22)? Is suffering a sign of divine displeasure and an obstacle to
eternal vindication? How has Christ’s own, unique, atoning work secured our future hope
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(8) How does Peter see a similarity between Noah’s day and the situation of his ‘elect exile’
readers (v. 20)? How do the waters of the flood prefigure the waters of baptism (v. 21)?
What then does Peter mean (and not mean) when he says that “baptism...now saves you?”
How is Jesus’ resurrection critical to the meaning of baptism and to the hope we have as
believers (vv. 21b-22)?
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(9) Now the difficulties. A few things to note: [A] Rea@nd 2 Peter 2:4. [B] In our

text (v. 19) and in Jude & 2 Peter, the normal Greek words for hell are not used. [C]
“Proclaim” (v. 19) need not be a proclaiming of the gospel. What do you think Peter is

speaking about here in vv. 19-20? Who are these “spirits” in “prison?” What do you think
the risen Christ is proclaiming to them in light of v. 227? hose role from Jewish

tradition is Jesus fulﬁllirfg' in this passage?] \
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